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Candidates for the CanAgPlus Board of Directors 

2014-2016 

The CanadaGAP Board recommends the following slate of EIGHT (8) candidates for election by 

CanAgPlus members at the rescheduled AGM on February 10
th

, 2014: 

 

JACK BATES – Jack Bates is a third generation farmer from Delta, British 

Columbia who runs a mixed farming operation with his brothers. The 

450-acre farm includes potato, blueberry and dairy operations. Jack 

served as president of the Canadian Horticultural Council (CHC) for the 

2011-2012 term and is one of four grower representatives nominated 

by the CHC to the CanAgPlus Board. Jack has contributed to numerous 

local and national initiatives, and has been actively involved as a 

committee and Board member with CanadaGAP since the program was 

launched in 2008.  

 

 

HUGH BOWMAN – Hugh is the owner and Chief Operating Officer of 

Bayshore Vegetable Shippers Ltd., and former president of Ippolito Fruit 

and Produce Ltd. With a background in food safety, Hugh also holds an 

MBA from the University of Guelph. He chairs the Food Safety 

Committee of the Canadian Produce Marketing Association (CPMA) and 

is one of the CPMA-nominated candidates for the CanAgPlus Board. 

Hugh was part of the integration team for CanadaGAP and has served as 

a director since September 2012. 

 

AVIA EEK – Avia and her husband own and operate a third generation 

farm producing vegetables in Ontario’s Holland Marsh. In 2010 Avia was 

elected Ward 6 municipal councillor for King Township in the Regional 

Municipality of York Region. She represents the Township on the Lake 

Simcoe Region Conservation Authority Board of Directors and continues 

to serve on numerous other committees, including Vice-Chair of the 

Greater Toronto Area Agricultural Action Committee, member of the 

York Agricultural Advisory Liaison Committee, and representative on the 

Integrated Community Sustainability Plan and the Golden Horseshoe 

Food and Farming Alliance. She is a past director with the Holland Marsh 

Growers Association. 



 

 

 

KEITH KUHL – Keith was born and raised on a potato farm in 

Southern Manitoba and now operates Southern Manitoba Potato Co. 

together with his two sons. Keith has been extensively involved with 

horticultural industry initiatives at both the regional and national 

levels. Among his many roles, Keith chairs the Board of Directors of 

Peak of the Market, formerly served as chair of the Canadian Potato 

Council, and is president of the Canadian Horticultural Council (CHC). 

He is one of four CHC-nominated grower representatives to the 

CanAgPlus Board. 

 

 

STEPHANIE LARIVIERE – With nineteen years in the produce 

industry, Stephanie currently holds the role of Regulatory Manager 

for Erie James Ltd., a packer/shipper operation in Leamington, and 

Sunsation Acres Ltd., a greenhouse operation in Kingsville, Ontario. 

Stephanie received the Mary Fitzgerald Award from the Canadian 

Produce Marketing Association (CPMA) in 2013 and is involved in 

numerous industry committees, including a directorship with the 

Ontario Greenhouse Marketers Association. She also serves on both 

the CPMA and Ontario Greenhouse Vegetable Growers Food Safety 

committees. Stephanie has been a member of the CanadaGAP       

     technical working group since 2010.  

 

 

PAUL LEBLANC – Paul is General Manager for the Apple Growers of 

New Brunswick and has been involved with the CanadaGAP (On-Farm 

Food Safety) Program since its inception in 1997. He served for ten 

years as chair of the Canadian Horticultural Council (CHC) Food Safety 

Committee, and led the establishment of CanadaGAP as chair of the 

Management Committee from 2008 to 2012. Paul has contributed to 

numerous industry initiatives at the regional and national level, 

among others the CHC Apple Working Group and the Horticultural 

Human Resource Council.  
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CATHERINE McKAY – Cathy McKay owns and operates a 

successful farm business specializing in apples in Port Perry, 

northeast of Toronto. With an MSc in Plant Pathology from the 

University of Guelph, Cathy offers pest management consulting 

services and has worked as a specialist with the Ontario Ministry 

of Agriculture and Food. Cathy has served on several boards 

including the Okanagan Plant Improvement Corporation (PICO) 

and is currently vice-chair of the Ontario Apple Growers. She is 

one of four Canadian Horticultural Council (CHC) grower 

nominees to the CanAgPlus Board. Cathy was involved in the start-up of the CanadaGAP program, 

serving on the CHC Food Safety Management Committee from 2009 to 2012. 

 

 

DEAN THOMSON – Dean Thomson grows and manages a 400-

acre apple orchard in the Montérégie region of Québec. A past 

president of the Québec Federation of Apple Producers, Dean 

has served on numerous boards and on local council, and was 

elected mayor of St-Paul d’Abbotsford in 2009. Dean chaired 

the national Crop Protection Committee for the Canadian 

Horticultural Council (CHC) for over five years, and is one of four 

CHC-approved grower nominees to the CanAgPlus Board. 
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